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Purpose of This Document 
 
Like many other villages across England, Chadlington finds itself at a 
crossroads.  Although still vitally important, farming, which was once the 
centre of rural life, now provides employment for only a fraction of the 
population.  Instead, villagers increasingly either work from home or 
commute to jobs in larger centres, which in our case may be as far away 
as Oxford or London.  At the same time the number of retired people has 
also grown.  The question now facing the community is how it can best 
adapt in future to meet the needs of this new mix. 
 
As the one body speaking for all the village, the Parish Council is duty 
bound to reflect on this new reality.  This document, and the discussions 
that lie behind it, aim to take a clear-sighted view of where the village 
now finds itself and of the directions we would like it to take in future.  It 
sets out to explore what our priorities should be when faced with 
planning or environmental decisions, and how we can most satisfactorily 
address them.  Throughout, the goal is to keep the Council at the centre 
of community life and to ensure that it accurately reflects the views of 
residents. 
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Our Village 
 
Chadlington is a friendly, peaceful community of five ‘ends’, set within an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Nestling within the Evenlode 
valley, its open rural aspect affords stunning views of the distant 
Wychwood forest.  Our village thrives because it moves with the times – 
many former agricultural buildings have been developed as tasteful 
homes in keeping with their former surroundings.  The housing stock has 
been upgraded to include home working and holiday rentals, and we 
have seen new local business trends, including recently the building of 
a microbrewery on former farmland. 
 
Our Community 
 
At the time of the 2011 census, Chadlington had a population of 825 
people living in 360 households.  The latest population estimates show 
this population to be growing, so we can expect a higher figure at the 
next Census in 2021.  In 2011, there were 500 working-age adults, 195 
individuals over 65 and 130 children.  At almost a quarter of the total, the 
proportion of people above retirement age exceeded the national 
average, although fewer lived in single-pensioner households than in the 
UK as a whole.  The number of households including benefit claimants 
was below the national average, although higher than for the rest of 
Oxfordshire. 
 
The Parish Council 
 
In administrative terms, the Parish Council is the voice of the village. It 
provides a forum where problems can be raised and initiatives 
discussed.  It takes a central role in shaping the evolution of the 
community, aiming to speak for the interests of the population as a 
whole.  As with all Parish Councils, Chadlington PC has an overall 
responsibility for the well-being of its local community and has specific 
responsibility for local amenities such as the playground, allotments, 
benches and bus shelters. 
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Our Goals 
 
The Parish Council supports:  
 

• Maintaining the open aspect of Chadlington 
• Not joining up the ‘Ends’ 
• Modest infill with new building 
• Use of quality building materials and designs consistent with the 

essence of the village and its location in an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 

• Use of brownfield sites wherever possible for development 
• Development that respects the individual/community 
• Minimising development that could have a negative impact on 

property values, privacy, peace and tranquillity 

The Parish Council opposes: 
 

• Marring or degrading the open aspect of Chadlington 
• Using open space that separates the ‘Ends’ 
• Significant infill and oversized new building 
• Use of poor-quality building materials and designs inconsistent 

with the essence of the village and the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 

• Use of greenfield sites 
• Development that disrespects the individual/community 
• Development that produces negative impacts on property values, 

privacy, peace and tranquillity 
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Community Assets 
 
The Parish Council recognises that certain features and institutions 
(some of them privately owned) are of particular importance to village 
life, and that changes affecting any of them are of special concern to 
residents.  These include: 
 

• Institutions: The Memorial Hall / St. Nicholas Church / 
Chadlington Primary School / Methodist Church Hall / Sports & 
Social Club / Bowls Club 

• Pubs/Shops: The Tite Inn / Café de la Post / Slatters Butchers /  
Chadlington Quality Foods 

• Open Spaces: Playing fields / Playground / Paddock (opposite 
the Café de la Post) / Burial Ground 

• Landscape Features: Footpaths / the brook / views over the 
Evenlode Valley / open spaces between the Five Ends 
 

Community Challenges 
 
The Parish Council also recognises areas of particular interest to the 
well-being of the community. These include: 
 

• Roads and Transport (including parking, speed limits, bus 
services) 

• Sports, Recreation and Culture (including Art Weeks and the 
book exchange) 

• Civic Groups (the Playgroup, Good Neighbours etc.) 
• Environmental Issues (Nature and wildlife protection, ensuring 

access to the countryside etc.) 
• Local Business (including home working) 
• Contingency Planning (Measures for emergencies including 

winter weather) 
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Our Current Planning Process 
 
The primary planning authority is West Oxfordshire District Council 
(WODC).  WODC has the final authority to approve planning applications 
and the Parish Council can only seek to influence WODC decisions.  
However, the PC’s submissions are considered seriously by WODC 
whether in support or disapproval of a submission.  It is important 
therefore that PC opinions and decisions are formally communicated to 
WODC. 
 
The normal review process for planning submissions is as follows: 
 

• Clerk receives planning submission and associated drawings 
and logs on register 

• Clerk circulates these documents to PC members  
• PC members review documents and record their notes/opinions 

on WODC covering document 
• Clerk receives the documents back, reviews Councillors’ 

notes/opinions and submits PC conclusions to WODC 
• Where appropriate, this process will be supplemented with an ad 

hoc special meeting where councillors will review and discuss 
face to face before reaching their conclusions. 

We have reviewed and confirmed these essential components of the 
Parish Council’s planning process: 
 

• Clear logging of receipt and issue to councillors 
• Preferred use and sight of hard copy plans 
• Audit trail of opinions and overall conclusions 
• Schedule history of planning applications received and 

processed – as basis for follow up reviews of our performance. 
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Community Housing 
 
In respect of planning policy, the PC is particularly interested in the 
provision of community housing.  It recognises that the stock of social 
housing has diminished considerably since the post-war period as 
former council houses have been bought up as private residences.  More 
than three-quarters of village homes are now owner-occupied, a figure 
higher than the national average, whereas at January 2019 just 46 
properties were listed as social housing: 16 are classed as houses, 16 
as bungalows, 11 as flats and 3 apartment blocks as ‘other’.  
 
The PC recognises the need to ensure an adequate supply of affordable 
accommodation to support the sustainability of the community and is 
eager for future development in the village to help address this need. 
 
Parish Council Priorities For Action 2019/20 
 
The Parish Council will continue to carry out their responsibilities, such 
as responding to consultations on planning applications and working 
with the District and County Councils, throughout the coming year.  The 
PC has reviewed its budget and current community concerns in the 
village to agree where the focus of its activities should be during 
2019/20, bearing in mind our resources.  The following objectives have 
been agreed by all the current Councillors and will form the basis for the 
Council’s work in the year ahead: 
 

• Support the Memorial Hall Car Park Project 
• Implement the new Planning Policy 
• Recruit new Councillors 
• Complete playground maintenance / equipment replacement 
• Work with the County Council to improve road conditions 
• Communicate and receive feedback on the Planning Policy 

and Parish Plan 
• Support the Village Speeding Project 


